~CHURCH on the BLUFF

Ordinary people serving an extraordinary God

Pastor: Tony Barber - tbarber@churchonthebluff.org Contact numbers: 205-329-1950, 205-822-3240

Worship: Duane Terpo - dterpo@churchonthebluff.org

Children’s Ministries Director: Angie Barber - abarber@churchonthebluff.org) Contact number: 205-329-1954
Office: Teresa Pitts - churchonthebluff321@gmail.com Contact numbers: 205-822-3240 Fax 205-822-3295 334-432-2406

FROM YOUR PASTOR’S HEART

“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy
One is understanding.” Proverbs 9:10 NIV

In our world there are three things that are at the forefront of what | call the “culture
clash” of morality. Abortion, homosexuality, and transgenderism dominate the
differences in discussions of morality. It boggles my mind that just one generation
ago, all three would have been almost universally regarded as immoral or unnatural.
What happened?

First and foremost, | believe, we allowed God to be taken out of the collective
consciousness. We are not allowed, in the workplace, recreational activity, or
government, to claim our ideas and actions are based on scripture. How that became
the norm still baffles me. But | wasn’t surprised when a sitting congressman said that
God did not belong in the work of the government. Nor was | taken aback when a
potential government appointee was asked if she could assure the committee that
her religious beliefs wouldn’t factor into her actions.

Proverbs 29:18 tells us exactly what happens when we remove God from the
equation: “Where there is no revelation, people cast off restraint...”. | would dare say
that the world is casting off restraints like it is throwing confetti at a ticker-tape
parade. We don't like being restrained, do we? We are carnal-minded, self-seeking,
beings who would love to act on any and every impulse we think will bring us a
moment of pleasure. Without the morality of God’s word, we rely solely on our own
wants and desires, no matter how obviously warped and unnatural.

| used the word unnatural on purpose because there are a lot of folks who say that
certain things are not unnatural because they happen in the animal kingdom. Two
things are wrong with that statement. One, animals do a lot of things that are
disgusting and we choose not to do them because they are gross. The second thing is
that | am not an animal; | am a grown human being with the ability, and | believe the
responsibility, to make rational decisions for the good of all concerned...not just
myself; to do what is morally right. | like how one man put it when he said: “Morality,
in fact, is often the opposite of doing what comes naturally on this broken planet, and
the ability to overcome natural impulses is one of the things that separates humans
from animals”.

So...who sets the moral standard? Mankind, apart from any guidance from the one
true God, has historically failed in the morality department. Why? Because “The fear
of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is
understanding.” (Proverbs 9:10 NIV). Apart from God, there is no true morality. Look

around, it is pretty obvious, isn’t it?

Say good things about your Savior and His Church on the Bluff
Bro. Tony

June 25, 2026

July:

July 2" - Office Closed
July 5™ “Deacon’s Meeting

July 7™ - Card Making Ministry

July 8" Business Meeting
July 11" - Fish Fry Noon

- Shroud of Turin 2PM

July 12" Communion
- Bluff Perk
- Church Council

Weekly:

Sundays
Bible Study -
Worship -

9:00 AM
10:00 AM

Wednesdays
Bible Study & Prayer - 6:30 PM
Choir Practice - 7:15 PM

Office Hours
Monday-Thursday

Prayer &
Bible Study

Wednesdays
6:30 PM

8:30 AM - 3:00 PM



The Scfénce ~THE History* The Theories

THE SHROUD of TuRIN

| MATERIAL WITNESS 4
A PRESENTATION BY APOLOGIST AND AUTHOR

DOUG POWE.LL

The Shroud of Turin has captivated
the imagination of Christians since
appearing in Europe in the 1300s. The
mysterious image of the man on the
cloth has defied explanation despite
extensive scientific examination that
give it the resputation as the most
studied artifact in history. The vast
majority of the scientific evidence
indicates it is a first century burial
cloth. Yet, controversy and confusion
surrounds the radiocarbon test that
dated the cloth to the Middle Ages.
And since then, the Shroud is off-
limits to further testing.
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But there is also historical
evidence, art history evidence, and its
correspondence to another cloth -
the Sudarium of Oviedo. What does
it all mean and what’s the best way
to understand it?
Come find out!

Doug Powell
has a MA in Christian
Apologetics, a post-
graduate certificate in
Shroud Studies from
the APRA, and isa PhD
candidate researching
the Shroud.

2211 McGwier Drive, Hoover, AL
(205) 822-3240



Happy Birthday!

Church Office Closed

July 2, 2026 JUNE
29 Janie Shamblin

JULY

1 Hart Felder
3 Niki Denison
4 Robin Burgess
15 Pam Scott
23 Kelly Garner
o 23 Amanda Burg
24 Russell Wilson
4TH OF JULY 28 Sara Beth Ramsey
INDIEPINDIENCE DAY 29 ROl‘laldEllel‘be
30 Robert Kurtts
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Card Making
Ministry
| July 7™ at 6:30PM
RSVP to Angie | e
205.329.1954 | 2
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— JuLY 11TH
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THE CHURCH IS PROVIDING FISH & CHICKEN,
¥ FRENCH FRIES, ONION RINGS, & HUSH .
m PUPPIES. .

.WE NEED BAKED BEANS, COLESLAW, POTATO i Friends & Sisters is a Women’s Bible Study
m SALAD & DESSERTS. 1N that will meet on Sunday evenings at 5PM . If

you would like a book, contact the church

E R R EREEREEEEEESETS office or tell Kaye Davis.
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Deacon’s Meeting Business Meeting Church Council
July 5, 2026 July 8, 2026 July 12, 2026
8:30 AM 6:30 PM 11:00 AM
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